Picture: Greg Burke

next month.

Hale boys to learn about Kokoda Trail the hard way

BETHANY HIATT

While most WA teenagers will spend their July
school holidays sleeping in or visiting friends, 14
Hale School students will be tramping up to 10
hours a day on the Kokoda Trail.

The Year 11 students are going to Papua New
Guinea to pay tribute to former Hale pupils who
fought and died on the trail while stopping the
Japanese advance during World War I1.

Trip leader and commerce teacher Simon Hunt
said the boys had learnt about the Kokoda
campaign in history lessons and the trek would
teach them valuable leadership skills.

“It will really challenge the boys and just push
them to their limits and enforce team work,” he

said. “It’s just a huge personal challenge putting
that one foot in front of another and pushing past
that, and knowing that as a group we can get
through it.

“They really have to be on the ball because
there’s only one way out and that’s by helicopter.”

Former Hale student and Kokoda Trail war
veteran Jim McKenzie, 99, met the boys before
their training session this week to offer
encouragement. Mr McKenzie fought in Papua
New Guinea in 1942 with the 2/16 battalion.

“I think the boys will learn comradeship
mainly,” he said. “It’s something that bonds them
together at school and gives them a sense of
achievement, which is very necessary and they
realise they can do things.”

Originally planned to fit in with the school’s
150th anniversary celebrations last year, it’s the
first time that Hale has sent a contingent of
students to the Kokoda Trail. Each student is
paying more than $5000 to take part.

Mr Hunt said the boys would take medical
supplies and stationery to donate to villages and
schools along the way.

The group will be walking from Kokoda to
Owers’ Corner, the same direction as the
Australian fighting withdrawal.

On top of playing regular school sport, the boys
have trained weekly at the Kokoda Trail’s
namesake track in Kings Park.

They run up and down the steep track wearing
heavy packs.




