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He had one day’s leave in Fremantle
before heading to South Australia and
than Papua New Guinea.

Just weeks off his 100th birthday, Jim
from Cottesloe, had some advice for a
group of 16-year-olds from Hale School
heading for the 96km-long Track.

“Look after your feet,” he said.

Jim, who insisted on being called by
his first name, spent three weeks fight-
ing along the Track in 1942 with the 2/16th
Infantry Battalion.

He had lied about his age saying he
was a year younger than he was, to get
into the army.

“It was hard to get into the army in

He said he married his wife Nan a

week after they were demobbed. She

d been an army nurse. Nan died in
001. :

Jim, who lives in Cottesloe, is Hale
School’s oldest old boy.

“I am the oldest everything,” he told
Hale teacher Simon Hunt. “But it is al-
right as long as you can laugh about it.”

He met the troop going to Kokoda
when they were training by running up
and down Jacob’s Ladder in King’s Park.

He said he had seen photographs of

the Kokoda Track as it is today.

“I can’t relate to it at all. It was only
this wide,” he said measuring about one
metre with his arms.
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supply of tea and sugar out of their haver-
sacks. ;

“The only hot cup of tea I had was
when we first landed,” he said.

He said the soldiers curled up and
slept on the ground.

“A swag, what’s that?"” he said. “We
were tough we did physical training all
the time.”

Jim wished the boys well and watched
them set off on their training.

A few jaws dropped when teacher
Simon Hunt told them their knap-
sacks would be about a third of the
weight Jim and his mates had carried
back in 1942.




