Linking the towns of Alpha, Aramac, Barcaldine, Jericho, Muttaburra to help them have liveable commun
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Published the first Monday
of each month to keep
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what is happening in their

community.

Readers can email the Galilee News to other email addresses. Also, outside Alpha you can print and sell copidf@r

L ocal walks Kokoda trck
T

An true hero.

origiwatzyduamgel , a

This is Vonda story. My family and | have lived at Hobartville station for 16
years, for the past 15 of those | have taught my 4 children through distance edu-
cation. | now have time to do something for myself , | decided to walk the Kokoda
track. | found it totally inspiring and after finishing the trek | have a new appre-
ciation for our defence forces. | hope you enjoy my recount of the trip as well as

some history of the Kokoda campaign from 1942. Story page 12, 13 and14
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Galilee News

Published for the resi-
dents of the Barcaldine
Shire.

Barcaldine Regional
Council is a council in
the Central west area
of Queensland. The
Council takes in the
former three shires of
Aramac, Barcaldine,
and Jericho

This regional council
covers in size 53,677
sq km with an esti-
mated population of
3,503 .

Barcaldine Regional
Council is comprised of
the townships of Alpha,
Aramac, Barcaldine,
Jericho, and Mutta-
burra.

Galilee News
Advertising rates:

Full page :$40.00
Quarter page $ 25.00
Eight page $15.00
Sixteenth page $ 9.00
Line advertising in the
classifieds is 40c a
word.

All advertising payable
to Alpha Tourism and
Development Associa-
tion. Advertising in this
issue, because the
change in name was
free.

Business
announcements:

The Bank of
Queensland, Al-
pha, will opening
from September
5, for Saturday
trading from

9 am to 12 noon

The Galilee News is
emailed and pub-
lished at the start of
each month.

Our motto: If it is wrong
in this issue we will get
it right in the next issue

Greenvale Mining NL is an Australian based mineral exploration company listed on the

Australian Securities Exchange. AXL Share price 90c AUD. July 30 20089.

Qil shale deposit near Alpha QIld.

The Alpha deposit is located 62km grading upwards into crodsedded sand-
southeast of the nearest township, Alphatone. Above this is a thin siltstone and
a small rural community in central Queeglaystone bed that is overlain by a four
sland approximately 750 air km from  metre massive sandstone. The interval
Brisbane and approximately 500km wesbetween the two seams is dominantly
of the regional centre, Rockhampton, byquartzose to lithic sandstone with minor
road. The nearest provincial towns are conglomerate, siltstone, and claystone.
Emerald, 160 km east of Alpha and Lon-Maximum thickness of the intesream in-

greach 240km west of Alpha. terval is 17 m. The seams dip to the west
Alpha township is serviced by a major radt less than 5 degrees.
line which links the town of Emerald, Interpretation from the drill hole data sug-

Rockhampton and Gladstone. To the  gests that the area is divided into three
northeast, the Blair Athol coalmine is onigtructural blocks by two faults. Histori-
170km away and further to the north arecally, resource calculations have used the
located the important coalmines of the three blocks to separate the total resources
Bowen Basin which is one of Australia's into three resource blocks. The upper

two major bitumous coal producing re- seam has been intersected in all three

gions. blocks but sukcrop of the torbanite lens is
The centre of the Alpha deposit is locatetgstricted to the central block. The central
within one kilometre of a gravel all block is believed to have been down-

weather road that links the surrounding thrown compared to the blocks that lie to
pastoral area with Alpha township. The the north and south of the central block.
Alpha deposit is situated in lightly The lower seam is found in the three
wooded country and two small ephemer&locks.

streams cross the deposit as does the The upper seam is composed entirely of
North Coast rail line. cannel coal oil shale that has yielded, as
The Alpha torbanite deposit lies within theeasured by modified Fischer assay tech-
axis of the Glen Avon Syncline, a south-niques, up to 150 LTOM. The lower seam
west plunging structure located on the comprises a cannel coal oil shale seam
eastern flank of the Permian Galilee Ba-that encloses the torbanite oil shale lens.
sin. The Glen Avon Syncline separates therbanite is a rich shale, composed mostly
Voltiguer Anticline from the Avonmore of algal components.

Anticline. The deposit is part of the Per- Resource estimates for the Alpha Deposit
mian Colinlea Sandstone that contains were based on a series of drilling pro-
150m of crossedded sandstone with migrammes. The upper seam, containing
nor conglomerate, siltstone, and mud- coal only, was intersected in 33 drill holes.
stone. The sequence has a gentle dip ofModified Fischer assays were obtained
degrees to 5 degrees. from 44 ply samples (from 18 holes) with
The oil shale resource comprises an uppélues ranging from 30 to 254 LTOM.
coal seam and a lower seam which con-The seam thickness varies from 0.27 to
tains a torbanite lens enclosed in coal. Thé&5m averaging 1.12m. The lower seam
interval above the upper seams consistswas intersected by 41 holes with the
primarily of crossbedded and rippled  torbanite found in 28 holes from which
quartzose to lithic sandstone and conglob#5 ply samples gave modified Fischer
erate with minor siltstone and claystone.assay values of between 200 and 650

At the only torbanite outcrop in the de- LTOM. The lower seam (combined

posit, in Tommy Stains Gully, the torbanTorbanite and cannel coal) ranges in
ite-coal interval is overlain by 1.1m of  thickness from 0.2 to 3.29m with an aver-
siltstone and fingrained sandstone, age of 1.9m. The torbanite sabop area
which in turn is overlain by channel de- is at least 3.8km2.

posits comprising a basal conglomerate
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Waratah Coal update for the proposed mine at Alpha

Council respond to the Terms of posed $7.5 billion coal project at
Draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental  Alpha.

Impact Statement as required. The company's Paul Mulder say
reference EIS Credit crunch not world demand for coal is looking
Waratah Coal

stoppinq coal ond project in the region.
The Barcaldine Regional Council = . "We've been looking at the devel-
received a letter from the Depart- MINE INterest opment of the neighbouring Kevin's

ment of Infrastructure and Planning posted Thursday July 23, 2009  Corner project,” he said.

advising that draft Terms of Refer- 11.04am ABC Radio "It's a very exciting time for us in

ence have been prepared for the Enp perthpased company says it is that we're seeing an increased de{

vironment Impact StatemenAt for looking at developing two coal

Waratah Coal 0s Ggldj tf?e%ali%eolsaaéin inBQruecblhogv?)r{the current financial situa-
A delegation from the BRC met  gjang's central west, despite the ection but they're actually looking well

with the Department of infrastruc- nomic downturn. past into the futurelike a decade i

strong so it is now considering a sec-

mand as people aren't concentrating

ture and Plannlng and Waratah CoaIHancock Prospecting is already pﬁsjvance to say we need to start plan-

at Emerald. ning now."

paring a feasibility study on a pro

Removal of trees, Alpha Creek

Proposed ralil o
Mr R Roberts requested the Bar- the Alpha Town Flood Mitigation

Crossinq caldine Regional Council instigate anStudy completed by Connell Wagner
investigation into the removal of treedty Ltd states that any proposed chan-

alteration at from the Alpha Creek to prevent fur- nel maintenance would have an insig-
ther flooding of Alpha. nificant impact on flow patterns, peak

Barcaldine A resolution was moved and carriegvater levels or flood extent for major

_ _ that the BRC advise Mr Roberts that floods such as the 1990 Flood.
At the Barcaldine Regional i

Council meeting Hoffman Survey-
ors, on behalf of their client Mr M § .
Rowlands, have requested that th s
railway crossing to the west of
Barcaldine be relocated.

was carried that the BRC approve

the opening of the rail crossing :
opposite Sandalwood Drive and :
the closing of the rail crossing op- &

posite Bloodwood Drive provided e b : AW
it is at no cost to Council. The trees in Alpha Creek that could cause a problem in times of flooding.

Also see page seven: Reading between the lines.
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Alpha News now called Galilee News

The previous Alpha News was  clubs or over 50 clubs. have a print run.
marketed to a small group of people Residents rely on the Internet for | t 6s a vol unt ary
't didndot wor k. theirJodiadintedactiors andtbat is has \great potential to bring our com
a lot of news, or news events. not a bad. But imunitgdtogetsenhy keeping theeconi

It is a great town but a town with lines. munity well informed. So if you
an aging population, few organisa- The new publication Galilee Newshave a comment on the publication
tions; in the town that does not in- will target the shire and not just a €email batesco@bigpond.com

clude social clubs, such as service town, and still be emailed free, and

ead
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Editorial Mail box...

The question is, should Barcaldine Regional Coun- . : :
cil policy promote economic development or one pffThanks for the the issue, | especially enjoyed
events. News reading about one of our Alpha

The BRC takes in the former three shires of i icons, Snow Tilsel always
Aramac, Barcaldine, and Jericho. And it covers ap | just wanted to thank you for |56 to see him in the bakery
area of 53,677 sq km with an estimated population sending me the Alpha News. when | come back.

of 3,503. i ; . -
. always enjoy having a read anglhanks again, Annette Gillies

Firstly, the case for the shire to promote economic ; P " i
development with its council policies. By doing this catching up with "home”In "Devenish" Blackall

it represents a sustainable increase in living stan-

dards that delivers increased income, better eduga i :

tion and health as well as environmental protection.BRC CO”Slderatlon Of tenders for
Also, economic development actions deliver ben

fits for the local community can be undertaken by eSeven F|OOdW8.yS at AramaC

dedicated organisations, specific individuals or th

wider community; the BRCThe role of those re- | A |atter was received by the carried that council accept the
sponsible for economic development is to seek ou y . L
new economic opportunities whilst retaining their| BRC from George Bourne andtender from Bailey Civil Con-

existing business wealth. Associates in relation to tendertsactors for $261,232.00
The BRC community development Officer, and infor the construction of rein-  (excluding GST) as they were

small shires, that person would look after econprjric(f]orced concrete protection the only tenderer who fully
development, | believed that person has only visite | dv 6fisA dad o
Alpha once, since March 2008, socially. wor ks to sevencofmpoloedweady 6NsA dadte n

Also, | believe that Aramae.nos rol | wollietendes sphedyle.apd are the
communications. And in a rural and remote commua resolution was moved and lowest tender received

nity like the BRC, the only communications avail-
able, because of distance is the Internet.

On that BRC Internet site the latest news was | & ; I
posted March 17, 2008nd said: First day of operg- n S t r a t f or d reﬁJEsa t | C
tion for new Barcaldine Regional Counfollowing

the council elections on March 15... to amend council bOundary

Also, on that site the latest event for Alpha was
Saturday December, 6 2008, and said: Alpha Christ-
mas Tree to be held at the Alpha Town Hall. And [fox |etter was received from Mr (&) the majority of the property

Muttaburra the last event was in November 2008, erry Brennan and Ms Robyn lays within the Barcaldine Re-

you read page 10 that town has an event this mgnth: ~ ) : . .
There were no businesses on the BRC Internet [st dams of fi St r agiomalCouncil greaa t i o n o

But that site had a he asaekinggremoyas frogithe Ba- {b) Council taa onkyeansiden 6
and goes on to say, Currently there is no content ncaldine Regional Council and the app"cation under the cur-

this section of our site, please come back soon tq P .
view business informatiofor our region, that was inclusion in Blackall/Tambo  rent Local Government Act;

published around March 17, 2008 Regional Councahd 6s area.

IkSecondIy, e]&:on?]mic develzjloplmel?t ﬂ(()eshnot look A resolution was moved and (c) Previous owners of the

ike a priority for the BRC, but looks like the coun i i -
T carried thgtsMr Brenpan art1di Migr peg%heaveoc?ngdered Bar

cil 6s ol ic i s ai med [t owar N7 0 . .
events; and theat was higr¥lighted with an advertisegdams be advided that Gouncilcaldine as thelr local commu-

published in the Courier Mail on June 27, 2009 for will not support any change to nity.
tender to develop the BRC sport and recreation plaghe boundary to allow That the owners be advised that

The question who is the plan for, if a councillor | i A
went down the main street of Alpha on a Saturda istratford St afeyfetrletdaBprodcht he

y .
afternoon he of she would have trouble getting a Blackall/Tambo Regional Blackall/Tambo Regional
partner to play marbles with, and Alpha is four time€ouncil area, as previously adcouncil and ask that they pro-

bigger than Muttaburra. | believe the council is algo, i i R o .
advertising for an events officer, | believed that Wa(énsed’ for the following rea-  gress an application to the Min-

part of the job description for three executive offi-| SONS: ister.
cers. Ha, ha.

There was a population loss of the old Jericho . . . .
Shire between the two last census periods showing ~ Muttaburra police station empty: Courier Mail

20 locals leave that area every year.

In recent months the art gallery committee in A . I
pha was unable to form a gomm%ttee, and the golf  The July 7, 2009 CM said theaid if anyone ran amok or

club asked for assistance; along with the InformatioMuttaburra Police Station is started a blue in Muttaburra it

g(ra]re]tgetggﬁw meeting are run with the executive and empty. They have been withoutp to the locals to sort it out.

There is a case for policy for economic and con}- @ resident officer since January Muttaburra and the surround-
mgnc'g/n?r%ﬂi?y'{Q(e)ﬂtgge";’%c‘e'ﬂ%sweb page, and lef  The paper said the mayor of ing area has a population of
' the BRC, Mr Rob Chandler ~ 106.

11

—

>
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Around the Barcaldine Regional Council table, from the last minutes

Barcaldine kindergarten being undertaken by prisoners in Bagaravan park for long
. caldine to allow the community to bet
d request for donation erm tenants

notified.
The BRC received a letter from the The town of Alpha requires Caravan
Barcaldine Kindergarten requesting g/lanagement of towr? Park facilities for long term residents.
donation to enable a staff member t§0MmMons - quotations A resolution was moved and carried
receive training in the area of disabiffhe council received quotes from twitat council investigate the possibility
ity. The council granted the Bar-  organisations to complete a Town of council or privately owned long
caldine Kindergarten $600 to enableGommon Assessment and Manage-term accommodation facility for staff

staff member to receive that trainingment Plan. A resolution was moved in Alpha

Australian Workers Heri- and carried that council accept the _Alpha Golf Club Inc 8 re-
quotation from Brennan Mayne Agri-
tage Centre 0 proposal to business for $18,534. guest for support
) ) Inc wrote to Cr Glindemann request-
Brisbane Barcaldine and Aramac ing assistance from the Barcaldine
The Australian Workers Heritage ~ Chaplaincy Committee Regional Council in the operations of

Centre advised the BRC of a proposalletter was received from Mr Peter the Alpha Golf Club. A resolution
to development an annexe containingay, secretary of the Barcaldine andVas mo_ved and carriec_i that cpuncil
a presentation of working history  Aramac Chaplaincy Committee re- meet with the club to discuss its fu-
within the greater Brisbane region. questing funding for the 2009/10 fi- ture.

The resolution made was that the lerancial year. A resolution was moved100 flood levels Alpha

ter be received. and carried that council continue A |atter was received from Mr Ed

Australian Workers Heri- funding all of the Chaplaincy pro- Wood enquiring about Q100 flood

grams at the same amountas in |65 in Alpha for assistance with
tage Centre 0 proposal to 2008/09 and investigate the pOSSib”future deveFl)opment A resolution was

use prisoners assigned itybOf f“nsding "; p;r]ogrlam for the Mut-p,) 5y ed and carried that council estab-
to a Work Camp taburra State School. |ish ADefined Flood
Alpha town maintenance els for Alpha to assist with future de-

The Australian Workers Heritage
Centre asked the BRC if it have anyContract

objections to the use of prisoners asK and L Leishman requesting an ex _
signed to a work camp to undertaketension of their present contract for £afety Audit Report

work at the AWHC site in Bar- further 5 years as from 1 July 2010. A letter was received from the Civil
caldine. A resolution was moved and Resolution was moved and carried\viation Safety Authority (CASA)

carried that the council advise Mr  that council advise Messrs K and L Providing their audit report on the
Gleeson that it does not object to the eishman that the contract cannot b&/Pha Aerodrome and submitting

use of prisoners from a work camp renewed as requested because coufl§if€ requests for Corrective Action.
outside of Barcaldine, at the Austra-muyst call tenders for the renewal of €ouncil advised CASA that the three

lian Workers Heritage Centre and th@de contract. RCAG6s will be recti
council be notified prior to any work ports be sent.

velopment and advise Mr. Ed Wood
as soon as possible.

Future of Barcaldine Saleyards

Organic Aloe Vera Juice,
N7 Healing Skincare Products,
\§77> Water Purification System

Purlfy your bloodstream

The Barcaldine Regional pens; completion of
Council had discussions  the water supply; provision
with the users of the Bar- of signage at the yards and

caldine Saleyards consid- completion of other im- ) Balance your metabolism

ered options for its future provements, to a budget - MWZ,,—M. :Zﬁi’.‘.’i’;’:&':: ;ﬁﬂ:ﬂ:mm
use of the facility. meeting. Also the council Aloe Vet Powerful anti-aging properties
The council refer the con- move towards employing a http://aloemagic.promastore.com.au

struction of two spelling  saleyard manager. ORDER DIRECT ONLINE NOW
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Luke Roberts, artist will always call Alpha home

Mary MacKill|l op0s por

Born in Alpha in 1952, Luke Rob-
erts won fame Australia wide as an |
artist; his painting hang in galleries
across Australia, he is based in Bris-
bane.

In 1995 his painting of Mary MacK-
illop came second out of 1200 paint-" .. §
ing; this was for a book published 2
about her to be given to Pope John |
Paul when he came to Australia in 18th century boomerang from Alpha
1995. . | . = in the Museum of So

Roberts said Mary o . p ®oth sightings profoundly affected
trait dominated my classroom. The ¢ - ~~ me. Somehow | felt more complete.
nuns often related stories of her life My own paintings have grown out
that gave me a fertile grounding for | of long standing connections between
my childish imagination. ! painting and lens. Projection allows a,

But the story doiss e cabinet of curiosities, a glass casing
chance remark by my father, sparke¢ ; for me to work within; reclaim and |
an almost mythological character ridj represented the work of Neviile

Naturally the painting of MacKillop
depicted my vision and the school of
my childhood. Mary
attributes and enterprising nature.

Luke Roberts, arti:
counters changed my adult view of
Alpha. When | saw the work of Har-
riet Jane NevilleRolf (18501928) at
the Queensland Art Gallery and an

ing a horse that | had seen in the o N Rolf; with Alpha Painting (Breakfast
movies; | discovered later Mary was Mary MacKi 1l 1 opos BixphafyRifol) 2003.8aM20Pxe180
an excellent horsewomen, a quality Purchased from the Alpha Infor- acrylic on canvas.

she needed. mation Centre. Continued on page 7.

1450 FREEHOLD ACRES (587ha) “OLD SLAUGHTER YARDS”
7 FEE SIMPLE FREEHOLD TITLES PACKAGED AS 1450ac
3KM West of Alpha (via Villafield Rd)

 Rural power « Bore « Yards « 7 Paddocks

/'\_/‘L

“ Pweensland. Belyando Livestock

Get a foothold in Central e e 1-\1 Bty
west booming mine tocun \"Exceprion 70 the Rule"

AUCTION Saturday 22nd August - Alpha Golf Club 2.00pm
Contact Belyando Livestock and Property P/L  Ed wood: 0428 874 240
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Luke Roberts, artist will always call Alpha home

Continued from page 6

Roberts completed his art studies, that
included studying at Julian Ashton, Syd-
ney in 1971 than Queensland College of
Art, Brisbane 1972/4.

In 1984 his resume shows he was at
Atelier Dalmas, Paris, and his list of
achievements covers many entries.

Roberts achieved a Master of Fine
Arts degree in 2001 at the Queensland
University of Technology; he was an
Australian representative at the Biennale
of Sydney and his resume showed he
lived and worked in Europe from 1984
to 1997.

The catalogue at one of his exhibitions
at the Philip Bacon Galleries, Brisbane
titled: Luke Rober® Alpha Paintings
(Frontiers) in 2006 showed, he mostly
used oil over acrylic on linen and oll
over acrylic on canvas paintings with
some Cast aluminium art work ranging
from 26 cm high to 52 cm high the
price range was between $15,000 to

Luke Roberts, artist (Right) and John Elliott, photographer will be working
on an arts project in the Alpha district in September 2009.

Roberts will be back in AlphawittBr endands Col | e

ge

around $6,000.Mr Roberts donated a S brother in law John Elliott, a  Both will be working in the Alpha

painting to the Jane Nevileolfe Gal-

lery when he visited Alpha last month. POth went to school together at Stject.

Toowoomba based photographer; area after September on a dual pro-

Reading between the lines... by Peter Bates

Alpha Creek, a worry for ysing a pencil. ]f you push the §harp er@ver that questioin 250 words.
. . into your hand it penetrates a little, butg i tati ¢
local residents in Alpha you push the non sharp end into your ' ©''C€ Stalion empty
On page 3 Mr R Roberts requested theand, there is a resistance of the surfacel here was a story in_ the Co_urier mail
Barcaldine Regional Council to instigatarea to the pressure applied. about Muttaburra police station on Jul
an investigation into the removal of treesy jke the Alpha Creek | have been told”: 2009; with a heading Police Station
from the Alpha Creek to prevent fUrthelby locals there were no trees growing i mpty. The story goes pn to say Mutta-
flooding of Alpha. the creek years ago. And | have also Purra has not had a police presence sin
A resolution was moved and carried been told there is water running into thEnuary.
that the BRC advise Mr Roberts that thereek (a small creek) just below the townl he problem at Muttaburra lies in the
Alpha Town Flood Mitigation Study  of Alpha. 2006censusthe town and surrounding
completed by Connell Wagner Pty Ltd  The trees in the creek would cause a@'€@ has only has a population of 106.
states that any proposed channel maintgsistance, slowing the water down; so ifEvery year | spend a few weeks at
nance would have an insignificant im- the water that runs into the Alpha Creefacleay Island just of the coast of Bris-
pact on flow patterns, peak water levelgelow Alpha had a strong enough cur-bane. Three thousand people live there|
or flood extent for major floods such asrent that would cause a baak of water @nd has had only a police presence
the 1990 Flood. and flood Alph@ it would slow Alpha (police station) for the last year and a
Comment: The elected representativeSreeks flow. The resistance from the half. Its all to do with population.
never told Mr Roberts why there wouldtrees would slowed the water down When the population drops services {
be no impact on the flow pattern, and from the faster running creek that runsa community drop. That is why councilg
left it at that. into Alpha Creek, below Alpha. in Queensland have economic develop
Many years ago on televisionthere |  woul dnodt | i st e nmentefficers agdobysingss deyetpprme
was a professor Miller and he answerethey were able to supply a true ansverofficers, they have had them for years.
guestions and gave a logical answers. than | could be wrong. Readers should look page 10 of this is-

One answer was the resistance offeredThe elected representatives individu- SU€- Back to the Burra. | see communit
by the surface area. He demonstrated byly, and others can have space to an- "€siliénce, but needs council help.

ce

=]

Mnl e




