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Introduction
Kokoda Spirit is Australia and PNG’s most respected and pradessicompany trekking the Kokoda Track.
The Kokoda Track is one of the World’'s great aduesg. Kokoda is a living breathing, pulsating andleing
Track. It is surrounded by seemingly impenetrablegje, pristine rivers and stunning waterfalls thatt deep into
the brooding mist covered mountains then sweep doterbeautiful, lush green mystical valleys.

Kokoda Spirit is a specialised Australian adventtrekking company taking school groups, sportingnts,
corporate groups and individuals across the famaousonic Kokoda Track.

Trekking Kokoda with Kokoda Spirit is an experiemz# just a holiday; we trek with the perspectind a
knowledge of a historian and the passion and axeite of an explorer on a monumental adventure! tidle
Kokoda, as it should be, with respect to thoseftaght on it, and with respect to the customs lagleefs of the
landowners, villagers and people of PNG.

History
Kokoda Spirit was formed by husband and wife teaayié and Michelle Wetherall in 2004.
Wayne had recently returned from trips to both NWaet and PNG including the famous and enormously
challenging Kokoda Track. These two trips wereithpetus for the birth of Kokoda Spirit. Wayne andchelle
had a dream to share the story of the couragealibemic diggers on the Kokoda Track with fellowstalians.

Kokoda Spirit is Passionate and Committed to the legacy andt Sipéti our Australian Soldiers and their Papuan
New Guinea Brothers have left for us on the Kokddkck.

The Story of the Australian Diggers and their Papbkew Guinea Brothers on the Kokoda Track has becom
folklore, an Australian Legend.

The Courage, Endurance, Mateship and Sacrifice sHowour boys have made them and the Kokoda Track a
Australian Icon.

Wayne Wetherall Managing Director of Kokoda Sghdts had the privilege and opportunity to soak ephikstory
and experience firsthand from some of the KokodeRNeterans including, Stan Bisset 2/Battalion, Cecil
Driscoll, Alan “Kanga” Moore, Ted Stuart and thensaf Captain Sam Templeton, Reg Templeton fronB8ie
Battalion and Keith Norrish, Bill Graydon, Jim Maizie, Jim Moir and Pel Williams of the 2/ Battalion.
Wayne has also been invited to speak in front efikbkoda Veterans at their annual association d&ne

He has also made three trips to Japan to interd&anese Veterans and meet with tHeIhBependent Engineers
association and representatives of thé"Rdgiment association and to research their Redahkistory on the
track. He has also interviewed Kokichi Nishimurdn&lBone Man of Kokoda” on three occasions, and Majo
Horie, Staff Officer 18 Imperial Japanese Army on two occasions.



In January 2010, Wayne and the Kokoda Spirit teantad and escorteldokichi Nishimura “The Bone Man of
Kokoda” on a eight day fact finding tour of the KokodayiQGorari, Awala and northern beaches battlefields
including Nisimura’s landing place of Basabua, @, Buna, Gona and Popendetta.

Kokoda Spirit's Wayne Wetherall and his team hlagen responsible for discovering some of the grgateries
associated with the Kokoda Track, including the &=l forgotten battlefields of Oivi, Gorari and Ala. These
are the original and first battlefields that th& Battalion first engaged the Japanese and defireddurse of
history of the Kokoda campaign.

Wayne and the Kokoda Spirit team recently unlodked68 year old mystery of the disappearand@agftain

Sam Templeton. Captain Sam Templetomvas the first Commander to lead thd' ®attalion across the Kokoda
Track; he was also the first commander to engagddbpanese in Battle and also became the firstaliast
Commander to die in the Kokoda Campaign.

Kokoda Spirit recently discovered sections of thginal Wartime Kokoda Track. This section of thegmal
Kokoda Trail track had been hidden under 68 yehdense jungle growth. After extensive researcbldfsurvey
maps, WW11 maps, and an extensive helicopter suyWayne finally cut and trekked through the Jurigle
discover sections of the original "Golden Stairsfoas Imita Ridge not seen since the bloody batifld942.

The team also uncovered and trekked a forgottemnseti<okoda Trail" near Nauro used on the Kokodackrto
out flank the Japanese.

They also discovered and reopened the pre-warrmag from Kagi over the top of Mt Bellamy acréssra
Creek and into Templeton’s Crossing. This was thtkiwg track used by B Company of the 39th Battabm the
original crossing of the Kokoda Trail. | walkedecson of this track late last year and along witkat the boys
have told me on their latest adventure it is antexgand tough walk. This discovery finally allowse thousands
of trekkers who trek the Kokoda Track each yeawatk in the original footsteps of heroes.

Kokoda Spirit and Wayne Wetheralle always at the forefront of new adventures iiGPN
In 2008 we uncovered the remains of four full JasanSkeletons on the Kokoda Track and worked glagith
the Japanese Government on their repatriation toag&pan in 2009.

Our Staff
Wayne and Michelle Wetherallruns our Australian office and operation along Wittlen Adams.
Wayne, Michelle and the Kokoda Spirit team is pasaie about the Kokoda Track, the Australian hysttre
people and the culture of the people along thetrac

Kokoda Spirit has offices in both Queensland and Port Moresbig dlftows us to provide you with local contacts
in Australia, while our strategically based Portrekby office provides all the advantages of locaivdedge and
local infrastructure. This support network enswm@sr trekking adventure is enjoyable and troubde fr

Michelle Wetherall is the boss of Kokoda Spirit, her enthusiasm; agdion and administration skills ensure that
all facets of the business run smoothly and thantd are kept up to date with the latest infororatiShe has a
wealth of knowledge about the Kokoda Track andeiafrequently to PNG. Michelle is the coordinabetween
the operations and administration ensuring thaja@s well for the trek.

Helen Adamsis the wife of our Australian Guide Brad, so ha&satdd plenty of stories from the track over the
years. Helen takes care of customer enquiries,ibgsland administration requirements.

Both Michelle and Helen can assist with your trekkand adventure needs.

Wayne Wetherall has accompanied his Trek Masters and Land OwmetseoKokoda Track and the exploration
of the PNG rivers.



They have established strong bonds with the lotdlagers, setting up trusts to supply much needegmples of
Schoolbooks and equipment. His latest projedtilkage Spirit, Village Reader andVillage Gardener, ensuring
that the local communities can continue to grow a@exkelop.

Wayne’s expertise in Business, IT and Tourism piesithe professional support and infrastructutbdeéaeam in
Papua New Guinea. Wayne has been exploring PN@ 2004 and has been instrumental in some of thet gre
discoveries along the track. Wayne has an intirkatavledge and passion for the Australian war hystor the
track and is our Chief Australian Guide. He hag alsitten a number of stories on the history argldxperiences
on the track. His enthusiasm and knowledge wilegiou an insight into the Kokoda Tracks’ history.

Wayne has successfully led exploration treks andstmto Vietham, Thailand, Borneo China, Germdtaty and
France. Wayne has assisted in opening up the Sandedck for Tourism in Borneo and Long Tan in Yaah.
Wayne has also successfully climbed Mt Wilhelm MG?and Mt Kinabalu in Borneo three times includihg
World’s highest “Via Ferrata”.

Early 2009, Wayne trained 4 new passionate and laageable Australian guides to meet the increasethadds
for adventure trekking. They aBrad Adams, Dion Taylor, Max Bernstoneand Brian Healey; these guys are
passionate about the track and will ensure you hayeat trip.

Adrian Koi is also one of the leading Trek Masters along thekt Adrian was also the chief trek leader for
Peter Brunewho is the Author ofA Bastard of A Place” and“Those Ragged Bloody Heroes’Adrian like all
our Trek Masters is first aid trained and has ss&ftdly crossed the track 125 times. Our 9 oth@icselrek
Masters include; Gideon Malawi, Alan Malawi, FraBkgajaiwa, Sai Abel, Joshua Segi, Noel, Jeffrey Eret
and David have over 780 successful treks acrossdbk between them.

Joyce Kamburi, is our PNG Operations Manager and has trainedvaorited in the Hospitality and Tourism
Industry in PNG for over 15 years. Joyce ensuresuallogistics and organisational plans run smiyoth
Joyce has a warm friendly personality and will e@aspour stay in PNG is enjoyable.

Our Treks
We have also taken on a partnership role in theodakChallenge Youth Program (KCYP) in Brisbane. The
KCYP is a program which has been developed to yelmg Australians who are at a crossroad in tinsland
require an opportunity to reach their full potehti€okoda Spirit will be again taking 44 young Argdtan Leaders
across the track this year as part of the progkmokoda Spirit is also working with MASP Youth Leadkip
Mentoring program, Jobs Australia with their Indiges programs and Queensland Police.

Kokoda Spirit was also thehosen trekking companyby the Producers dKokoda” the Movie. Kokoda Spirit
has also worked and trekked closely with Paralympiad Adventurer Michael Milton, Paralympian Kuddtnley
(Crawling Kokoda), Rugby League Legend, Paul “Thee€ Harragon from Channel Nine Footy show, Kokoda
Chicks, Breast Cancer Foundation, Heart Founda@ota Cola, Zing, Victorian RSL, VECCI, , Australia
Defence Force, Australia’s Federation Guard, AlistntaFederal Police, Queensland Police, Kokoda IEhgé
Youth Program, MASP Youth Leadership Mentoring Pamg, Jobs Australia Indigenous program, CentreeStag
Management, Qantas, 500 Club, EFM, Haileybury @elleSt Ignatius College, Hale School, Yarrawonga
Secondary College, Mackillop College, Sunshine €C&sammar and Chancellor Park State College, CHanne
Seven Sunday Night Program, Channel 7 Today Torpghgram, ABC Foreign Correspondent, articles ire Th
Australian, Age, Courier Mail, Japan Times newspsjad In-flight Magazine, plus a host of other [i&wate and
individual clients.

We have also organised treks to Mt Wilhelm and Mitt&éfia. We also offer trips to Milne bay, Bunada@ona on
the North Coast, Lark Force Trek in Rabaul, theldg Track and the Black Cat track which Wayne &mal
Kokoda Spirit team have developed along with thditronal landowners.

We atKokoda Spirit are dedicated to providing our trekkers with Ewperience of a lifetime to Experience
Adventure to Experience the Spiritand toExperience the Cultureand thePeoplethis wonderful, fascinating
and awe inspiring Country provides. We are trulytkivey in the footsteps of heroes and in the fogstef our
brothers. Every year Kokoda Spirit organises matpeditions for groups or individuals across the &a& Track.



Whether the trip is to fulfill educational goals for personal development, it is always more thast g holiday.

Our Kokoda Track trips offer an innovative and sadeicational travel experience, focusing on intewacwvith the
local communities and developing a greater undedstg of the diverse and rich cultural heritagediG.

Our trips also focus on our Australian heritage ah@dracteristics and the values that make Austrahd
Australians unique and one of the most advancemh&in the World.

Our educational journeys help our trekkers develspnse of worth and self esteem, along with caaadp
teamwork, leadership, motivation, goal setting, disdipline and peak performance and shared regpliys- in
addition to simply having fun!

We also provide a comprehensive coverage of thtebdhat took place on the Kokoda Track, the eistances
that led to the battles and the subsequent suotess tactics and strategies. If you want to ustiard the battles
along the Kokoda Track, challenge yourself physycahd mentally over the tough terrain, appreciage
rainforest at first hand, or immerse yourself ia tulture of the local communities, then KokodariSpas created
an innovative and safe itinerary with experiented you just can’'t get on a regular adventure.

The crossing of the Kokoda Track is an enormousgeaement to have conquered one of the World’s grediks
is an amazing feeling and a sense of great prideh |Berson will experience emotions, feelings aakhdifferent
experiences but the story of the battles and itsdsealong the Kokoda Track is an Australian legend

Safety
We are focused on safety with our head guidesddaand qualified in remote first aid and ever whittto reduce
any potential hazards along the way. We carrydtest in satellite phones which are regularly noyed to ensure
your safety. Kokoda Spirit also has a comprehengperation manual and risk assessment plan andypaiie
also carry $10 million in Public Liability insuraegcto ensure that you are protected on the track.

Our PNG National led treks with mixed group sizess r@stricted to a maximum of 16 persons. Our Alisin led
treks have a maximum 20 trekkers our average iFh8. number allows you to have more space onrdek tand
plenty of space in our campsites and villagers. IBmgroups are more intimate and personal and @lsa you
the opportunity to learn from your guides, abouw thistory, the sites and the culture of the peopiighout
competing with mass numbers of trekkers.

Food
Our food is always fresh, we do not use ration paakd our meals are supplemented by local villagpscand
fruit. Our menus are very healthy and balancednsuee our clients are always at their best. Weazdar for
gluten free and vegetarian diets upon request.

Giving Back
Wayne was recently invited to participate in an thaigan/ PNG Government workshop on the sustairgkahd
eco tourism plan for the Kokoda Track. Wayne is maovking with the Kokoda Track Authority (KTA) asp of
the KTA Works Program Advisory Committee. This coittee has been formed to protect and plan for ding |
term protection of the track, and to ensure alllthedowners and Villages benefit from the Track.

Responsible Sustainable Eco-Tourism Strategy
Travel brings benefits both to the traveller anel tlountries visited-offering opportunities to leatrout different
cultures creating jobs and contributing to econodezelopment.
However, tourism has its negative impact too- it esode cultures, alter the natural environmentagndkly lead
to the exploitation of local communities.
Kokoda Spirit believes passionately in responsitdeel and has promoted it right from the startké@a Spirit is
committed to the development of sustainable edding along the Kokoda Track. This commitment veitiable
us to assist the local Koiari and Orokaiva peomeetbp skills and experience to gain employment @detlop
eco-tourism business across the Kokoda Track. Walap committed to developing and implementindtheand
education programs to assist the people acrodsatie



We believe people who work for Kokoda Spirit sholld treated fairly, paid a fair wage, are supphath
adequate trekking gear, have a safe work envirotirhane access to health and education programsuaier
career opportunities.

We also believe that we should also learn and otgpe culture and the customs of the country veevagiting so
that we do not offend local people.

We ensure that local people benefit economicabtiynftrekking by employing them as porters, cookadéss and
guides.

We also train our staff in hospitality, customenvese, and first aid and assist them with both adion and health.

Kokoda Spirit runs community programs across thekirto help with the distribution of school booksading
programs, gardening programs and first aid kits.

We have also trained some of the local villagersake bread, scones etc and encouraged the localsdduce a
laundry service for the trekkers to further imprdkeir income. We are also working with the lo@ldowners to
prepare local meals and brew local coffee for takkiers for market value pricing.

We also contribute to the clean up the Kokoda Ti@akpaign and educate Landowners to the best dmsatf
guest houses and latrines.

We also purchase our food locally and eat locallyillage and family run guest houses ensuring thatlocals
benefit economically.

We also minimise our impact on the environmentrayelling in small groups and reducing waste.

Go with a Local
Trekking Kokoda is all about getting to the heart &oul of the Kokoda Track and discovering whatlyemakes
it tick. Not only is ‘going local’ the best way fgiou to have a real travel experience, but workanidp the local
people and their businesses means that the econoemefit derived from your trek stays with the lloca
community.
One of the main reasons many travellers choose ¢I&pirit is the fact we exclusively use tour leadeho were
born or raised along the Kokoda Track.
Their local knowledge keeps them one step ahe#iteaion local guides.
They are highly qualified and trained and Englipeaking, and their intimate knowledge of the Kokdaack
enables them to unlock doors and show you thingisyibu wouldn't otherwise find.
Travelling with a local leader means that you ergayniquely local perspective, meeting your lea&iends and
family along the track.
Aside from the benefit to you, the traveller, we proud to say that by employing locals, we areiding income,
training and a career to local people.
A lot of trekking companies talk about responsibigvel but employ ‘outsiders’. This deprives localsthe
economic benefits of tourism.
With Kokoda Spirit, you can trek knowing that themey you spend directly benefits your leader, thegos and
their families and the local community. In as mavays as we can, we support local businesses anthgoities
in our travels, it's the ethical way. It is the pnvay to get a true understanding of PNG and thkoda Track.
We know at Kokoda Spirit that we are far from petfdut we are trying very hard to minimise our aapon the
Kokoda Track, while delivering an exceptional ecgkking experience. We will continue to work withetlocal
people in PNG and along the Kokoda Track to ensusgyone benefits from this rich and rewarding eignee
that is the Kokoda Track.

Wayne and Michelle Wetherall

Kokoda Spirit
"In the footsteps of heroes"

PO Box 7293, Sippy Downs QLD 4556, Australia
Office (07) 5445 2758 Mobile 0437 473 900

Email: kokodaspirit@bigpond.com Web: www.kokodaspirit.com




